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Eligibility to receive vaccine 
was opened to anyone who 
wanted to receive it in De-
cember and school-based  
vaccination clinics were also 
scheduled.   

Betty Fisher, RN gives 
H1N1 nasal spray during 
a vaccination clinic. 

On Saturday, April 25th, we 
received notification of a new 
strain of Influenza A virus, 
subtype H1N1 had been iden-
tified in a 9-year-old boy in 
Northern Ohio. It was 
thought to be connected to 
the same flu virus  that had 
contributed to more than 60 
identified deaths in Mexico at 
that time. The following Mon-
day, our incident command 
system was initiated to assist 
us in preparing for H1N1 flu.  

Planning for H1N1 flu picked 
up speed in August and con-
tinued through October.  

ZMCHD and registered pro-
viders received first shipments 
of vaccine in mid-October. 
One week later, labs con-
firmed H1N1 cases in our 
area.  

We were notified of additional 
federal funding that would be 
coming to help us deal with 
H1N1. Staff spent a consider-
able number of hours plan-
ning for vaccine and antiviral 
supply delivery and communi-
cating with health care provid-
ers, schools,  emergency re-
sponse partners, and county 
residents. 

We implemented two H1N1 
vaccination clinics for preg-
nant women, EMS workers 
and high risk groups. More 
than 500 individuals received 
vaccine in late October.  

During November we re-
ceived 9,000 doses of vaccine. 
We scheduled vaccinations for 
those in high risk groups by 
appointment daily. We also 
held a walk-in clinic. 

H1N1 Flu Pandemic 

Seasonal Flu 

Staff began planning with our 
community partners in August 
for the Mass Seasonal Flu 
Vaccination Clinic at the 
Muskingum County Fair-
grounds. 

The October 1st clinic was 
postponed until October 8th 
because of a delay in receiving 
vaccine. 

We implemented a very suc-
cessful seasonal flu drive-thru 
vaccination clinic in conjunc-
tion with our community part-
ners. Due to high demand for 
seasonal flu shots this year we 
had to close the clinic early at 
4:15pm when our supply of 
vaccine had been expended. 
Also on the same day, we 

directed three closed vaccina-
tion clinics at OUZ/Zane 
State, Muskingum University 
and Genesis HealthCare Sys-
tem. We were able to vacci-
nate over 5,000 people in a 
day.  

We tried to order more sea-
sonal flu vaccine, but were 
unsuccessful.  
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ZMCHD received reports of positive 
Pertussis (whooping cough) cases in 
the county mid-April and suspected 
we were dealing with an outbreak. On 
April 17th, 16 cases were confirmed in 
Larry Miller Intermediate School. By 
April 22nd, 60 cases were confirmed 
in the county schools. Our nursing 

staff managed this outbreak with the 
support of our Epidemiologist, staff 
from other areas of ZMCHD, and 
community partners. By the end of 
April 138 cases had been reported. 

Pertussis is a communicable disease 
largely prevented by vaccine. It is par-
ticularly dangerous to infants. Pertus-
sis vaccine is part of the infant vaccine 
series and is boosted at kindergarten 
entry. The majority of cases were in 
middle school aged children, and at 
this age immunity begins to wane. 
Only in recent years, we have been 
able to offer a vaccine for children 10-

years-old through adulthood. At the 
request of the local school systems, we 
immunized 755 school employees in 
the buildings that had positive cases to 
protect them from pertussis.   

As May drew to a close, 195 cases had 
been reported and new case reports 
had dwindled to a few every day.  

We continued to see an increase in the 
number of adolescents seeking Pertus-
sis vaccine during June. 

By the end of June, 206 cases had 
been reported. The outbreak came to 
a close in July.  

Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Outbreak 

causes diarrhea in humans.  

Public health sanitarians and nurses 
visited the daycare to gather          
information and provide education to 
staff to help curtail the outbreak.  

During 2008, there were three cases in 
Muskingum County.  

The spread of Shigella from an      
infected person to other persons can 

ZMCHD investigated a Shigella    
diarrhea outbreak in August. Eight 
cases were reported in children and 
adults associated with Rufus Putnam 
Daycare. Shigella infections are the 
result of bacterium passing from 
stools or dirty fingers of one person, 
to the mouth of another person (poor 
hygiene and hand washing habits).  

Shigella is a bacterial infection that 

be stopped by frequent and careful 
handwashing with soap. 

perienced changes in insurance bene-
fits leaving them with less coverage 
than they had previously. Those par-
ents are experiencing an increase in 
out-of-pocket expenses for their 
child’s special healthcare needs. In 
addition, BCMH is receiving increased 
referrals from other agencies.   

ZMCHD partnered with Genesis, 
Rambo Health Center and the Musk-
ingum Valley Health Centers (MVHC) 
to continue a medication assistance 
program in Muskingum County after 

the 3-year HRSA grant that funded 
the RxCue program was over.  

The Dental Services staff smoothly 
transitioned from ZMCHD to the 
MVHC.  The Board of Health ap-
proved the abolishment of affected 
dental staff positions. MVHC posted 
dental positions to be filled and 
ZMCHD staff interviewed for the 
open positions. Positions are compa-
rable to those that exist today and 
employees had a fair opportunity to 
maintain employment.  

Bureau for 
Children with 
Medical Handi-
caps (BCMH) 
staff are report-
ing that de-
mands on their 
services are 
increasing. 
Each of the 
three nurses 

has a caseload of 150 children. They 
are seeing new requests for BCMH 
services from parents who have ex-

“BCMH STAFF 

ARE REPORTING 

THAT DEMAND 

ON THEIR 

SERVICES ARE 

INCREASING.” 

Shigella Outbreak 

Public Health Nursing: BCMH, Medication Assistance 
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ship, governmental benefits, insurance 
and conducting family history re-
search. 

You can obtain birth and death re-
cords from ZMCHD for events that 
occurred within Zanesville-
Muskingum County, provided there is 
no court or legal action.  

Fees for birth and death records were 
raised to $22.00 in October due to a 

The birth certificate can be used to 
authenticate one’s identity and nation-
ality, and assist with obtaining govern-
ment-issued identity documents such 
as a passport or driver’s license. 

We issue certified birth and death cer-
tificates from the State of Ohio. 

You may need certified copies of these 
records for: passports, school en-
trance, employment, proof of citizen-

statewide $5.00 increase imposed by 
the Ohio Department of Health. 

MUSKINGUM CO BIRTHS: 1,357 
MUSKINGUM CO DEATHS: 1,027 

FETAL DEATHS (STILL BIRTHS): 5 
BIRTH RECORDS ISSUED: 6,210 
DEATH RECORDS ISSUED: 3,972 

BURIAL PERMITS: 799 

 

Birth & Death Records 

toward achieving accreditation under 
the National Voluntary Accreditation 
Program which we expect to pursue in 
the next several years. 

Obesity Prevention 

The Muskingum County Wellness 
Coalition (Cardiovascular Health Ad-
visory Coalition) and the Community 
Obesity Prevention project (COP 
Grant partners) joined forces to create 
the Community Obesity Prevention 
Plan. A Community Awareness Break-
fast was held to inform key stake-

holders. The plan included creating 
community gardens and promoting/
updating existing walking trails and 
parks in Muskingum County. The 
Richard Gilbert Walking Trail was 
rededicated and recently renovated 
with funding from the grant.   

Strategic Planning 

ZMCHD was selected as a grantee of 
the Ohio Voluntary Accreditation 
Team. During April, the Quality Im-
provement Team implemented a pilot 
project designed to improve surveil-
lance of reportable diseases and condi-
tions by decreasing the average num-
ber of days required to enter data into 
the Ohio Disease reporting System 
(ODRS) and decreasing the amount of 
time to begin an investigation. Quality 
improvement activities are key steps 

Community Health Promotion & Planning 

ZMCHD started a small flow on-site 
sewage treatment system program. On
-site sewage treatment systems are 
facilities that treat up to 1,000 gallons 
per day. 

We were notified from the Ohio De-
partment of Health lab on August 5th, 
a bat tested positive. This is our first 
rabid case since 2001. Bats remain the 
number one mammal in Ohio con-
firmed with rabies. In 2009, 22 0f 23 
animals tested positive are bats.  

ZMCHD received $44,998 from the 
American Recovery & Investment Act 

(ARRA) to provide financial assistance 
for the repair and replacement of fail-
ing home sewage treatments systems. 
The assistance paid 75% of the eligible 
cost of a home sewage system repair 
replacement. The remainder of the 
cost was provided by the homeowner. 
This program allowed us to provide 
assistance with repairing 5 systems 
which were previously documented as 
creating a public health nuisance. The 
repairs have ranged from minor pipe 
repair and tank pumped, to total sys-
tem replacement. A total of $42,688 or 

95% of the available funds were used.  

We’ve worked with Guernsey County 
on the development of their plumbing 
program. 

 

Caption de-
scribing picture 
or graphic. 

Environmental Health 
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In 2009, ZMCHD had an operating 
budget of $5,643,345.  

Nearly half of our budget $2,165,538 
or 38% is supported by the health levy 
and other local funding sources. Reve-
nue is also collected through charges 
for services, licenses and permits. In 
addition, the Health Department re-
ceives $854,743 in state and federal 
grant monies. Because of generous 
community support, we are able to 
apply for state and federal grant mon-
ies to develop stronger public health 
programs for you.   

Being a service-based agency, the ma-
jority of our expenditures were for 
personnel.   

2009 Budget 

0.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00
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2009 Expenditures
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Carry Over
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Grants

Intergovernm…

Contracts

Subsidy

Millions

2009 Revenue


