
Boil Advisory
What to do during a

DRINKING & COOKING 
Use commercially bottled water
or boil any water used for
drinking or cooking. 

Includes formula-fed babies.
Do NOT consume water or ice
from your refrigerator until it is
confirmed to be safe. 
Do NOT wash produce with tap
water. 

HYGIENE
Avoid swallowing any water when
bathing and showering. 
Use caution or sponge bathe
children and babies. 
Brush teeth using commercially
bottled or boiled water. 

WASHING DISHES
When possible, use disposable plates,
cups, utensils, etc. 
Sanitize all baby bottles. 
Dishwashers that utilize a sanitizing
cycle or reach at least 150°F are safe
to use. 
For handwashing:

Wash as usual. 
In a separate basin, add 1
teaspoon or unscented household
bleach for each gallon of warm
water. Soak the dishes for 1
minute. 
Allow to air dry completely before
using again. 

CLEANING
Clean surfaces and toys with
commercially bottled water, boiled
water, or water that has been
disinfected with bleach. 

CARING FOR PETS
Give pets commercially bottled water
or boiled water that has cooled. 

SAFE USES
Handwashing 
Laundry
Watering plants 

If placed under a boil advisory, use commercially bottled
water or boil your tap water for 3 minutes and allow to cool

before consuming.



WATER USE DURING A 
BOIL ADVISORY

When to boil water (3 min)!:
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Learn more on our website: www.zmchd.org

Boil advisories, while inconvenient, are issued for your
protection. Drinking contaminated water can seriously

impact your health. 

REMINDER

Be cautious to not consume: Safe!
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