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West Nile Virus Detected in Muskingum County Mosquitoes  
 
The Zanesville–Muskingum County Health Department has been notified by the Ohio 
Department of Health lab that mosquitoes collected from traps set near Old Adamsville Road 
area tested positive for West Nile Virus. At this time no human cases have been reported in 
Muskingum County.  
 
Most people infected with West Nile virus do not develop any symptoms. Specifically, about 
80% of infected individuals experience no symptoms at all. The remaining 20% may experience 
mild symptoms, and a very small percentage (less than 1%) develop severe illness.  About 20% 
of infected individuals will develop a fever with other symptoms that may include headache, 
body aches, joint pain, vomiting, diarrhea, or rash. Most people will recover completely within a 
few weeks. Symptoms of fatigue and weakness may last for a few weeks or months." And then 
include that if they experience these symptoms that they should contact their medical provider 
for possible testing. 
 
We ask that residents protect themselves from West Nile virus by taking the following 
precautions: 
 

 Avoid outdoor activities between dusk and dawn when mosquitoes are likely to 
be biting. 

 When weather permits, wear socks, long pants, and long-sleeves when outdoors. 
 Use mosquito repellants containing DEET. 
 Remove standing water where mosquitoes can lay eggs. 

 
The Health Department will be specifically spraying the areas where the positive mosquito 
pools occurred. If you live in Muskingum County and would like to request spraying for your 
neighborhood, call the Health Department at 740.454.9741, extension 300 and register your 
request on the mosquito voice mailbox. View areas already treated at 
www.zmchd.org/services/mosquito-control.  

Our Mission 
  
To use best practices to prevent illness, protect our 
health, and promote well-being. 



  

 

  

 

For information: call 740-454-9741 or visit www.zmchd.org. 
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