
O U T B R E A K S
There were 5 outbreaks in the first quarter, which were all
vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks:

in 1 Varicella outbreak

in 2 COVID-19 outbreaks

in 2 Influenza outbreaks

28 cases 

32 cases 

4 cases
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3  T A K E W A Y S  I N  Q 1
Increase in Varicella:
There have already been eight reported cases of
varicella in Muskingum County in 2026. There was only
one case reported in all of 2025. This increase may be
due to vaccine hesitancy. Providers should include
varicella in their diagnostic when an atypical rash is
present.

Lyme Disease:
Cases of Lyme disease have been reported earlier this
year than normal. While we do see Lyme cases all year
long, it seems infections in Muskingum County, as well
as the Region, are increasing faster than previous years.
Individuals should stay aware of ticks in their
environment and physicians should consider Lyme
disease in their diagnostic with atypical rashes that
may not resemble the classic bullseye.

Respiratory season with new reportable conditions:
As of October 1  2025, RSV and COVID-19
hospitalizations became reportable in Ohio. During this
first season, there were 19 COVID-19 hospitalizations
and four RSV hospitalizations.
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M U S K I N G U M  C O U N T Y
Q U A R T E R  1  D I S E A S E  D A T A

From January 1  to March 31  in 2026, there were 182
reportable conditions in Muskingum County. Vaccine-
preventable disease accounted for 46.7% of reportable
conditions this quarter. 
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3  I T E M S  T O  W A T C H  I N  Q 2
Vector-borne diseases, such as Lyme disease,
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, and West Nile virus.

Other zoonotic diseases such as salmonellosis,
campylobacteriosis, and giardiasis.

Healthcare-associated CPO (carbapenemase-
producing organisms) outbreaks and colonization
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