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Lyme Disease:
Summer months have seen increases in Lyme disease
cases. This quarter had 10 confirmed cases and 80
suspected cases. This is a 650% increase in total cases
between quarters, with Quarter 1 having 6 confirmed
cases and 6 suspected cases. Cases may stay elevated
through the summer, and it is important for individuals
to take preventive measures to avoid tick bites. 

Carbapenemase-Producing Organism Outbreak:
A CPO case in a long-term care facility was identified
that lead to additional screening of close contacts. One
additional case was identified through screening,
which happened to be the original case’s roommate.
CPO infections and outbreaks can last months if proper
intervention strategies are not taken, so it was great to
see this outbreak be controlled so quickly. 

Travel-associated illnesses:
People often travel during the spring and summer. All
different travel destinations have infectious diseases
that people bring home with them. In June, there was a
case of Heartland Virus reported in a Muskingum
County resident. While this virus is not reportable in
Ohio, it is often seen in the Midwestern states. This case
had traveled to Missouri for a hunting trip and was
infected by a tick bite. Although this was not a disease
we are used to seeing in Ohio, we completed research,
a case investigation, and shared education with the
infected individual. It is important to be aware of
possible diseases circulating in travel destinations so
prevention measures can be taken. 
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From April 1  to June 30  in 2026, there were 108
reportable conditions in Muskingum County. Vaccine-
preventable disease accounted for 6.48% of reportable
conditions this quarter. 

st th

S T I  Q U I C K  F A C T S
Reinfections

Coinfections

Females

15

2

68%

3  I T E M S  T O  W A T C H  I N  Q 3
Vector-borne diseases, such as Lyme disease,
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, and West Nile virus.

Back-to-school illnesses: such as HFM, influenza,
and strep throat.

Water-borne diseases: such as E. coli,
cryptosporidiosis, and legionnaire’s disease.
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